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March 20, 1989
NATIVE AMERICANS, VISUAL ARTS STUDENTS TO BENEFIT
FROM ACTOR AND WIFE'S DONATION TO UM
MISSOULA —
Actor Carroll O'Connor and his wife, Nancy, recently set up a fund
at the University of Montana for scholarships for Native American
students and teaching visits to campus by professional artists.
Beginning with a gift of $16,000, the O'Connors plan to add annually to
the two funds.
The Ralph E. and Hulda M. Fields Native American Scholarship Fund
will provide every year a four-year scholarship for Native American
students who wish to study forestry,

journalism or pharmacy.

The

scholarship honors Nancy O'Connor's parents, who were UM graduates.
Ralph E. Fields earned his degree in forestry in 1925 and had a
33-year career with the U.S. Forest Service.

He died in 1963.

Hulda

Miller Fields, a 1927 UM journalism graduate, was long associated with
alumni and fraternity affairs at UM.

She lives in Missoula.

Henrietta Mann Morton, director of UM's Native American Studies,
suggested the scholarship in pharmacy to help meet an urgent need.
"Indian reservations have no pharmacists," Nancy O'Connor says, "and
people have to drive long distances to get medical supplies and
prescriptions."
Nancy O'Connor says she set up the scholarship fund during
Montana’s centennial after reflecting that statehood marked a sad time
for the state's Indian tribes.

"The life and culture they knew was
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gone," she says, "because they were confined to small parcels of a land
that once was theirs."
Her maternal grandmother was Shawnee, and her grandfather Fred E.
Miller was a renowned photographer of the Crows.
adopted the Millers into the tribe in 1904.

The Crows at Hardin

"I grew up in Missoula

loving my hometown and state," she says, "but my mother never let us
forget the deprivation and suffering on and off the reservations."
The Visiting Artists Fund is named for Jane Porter Dew and Jim
Dew, former teachers at UM.

Jane Dew came to campus in 1939 as head of

health and physical education for women.
dance course.
teach in 1948.

She started UM's first modern

In 1945 she gave up the chairmanship but returned to
She taught at UM for the next 10 years except for a

two-year leave to work for the state Office of Public Instruction as
director of health and physical education programs.
In 1947 Jim Dew came from Oberlin College in Ohio to teach art at
UM.

The Dews were married in 1951.

Jane Dew died in November 1988.

During his forty years at UM, Jim received numerous honors including
the Outstanding Teaching Award in 1972.

An active artist, he still

works in a variety of media.
The Jane and Jim Dew Visiting Artists Fund, $5,000 annually, will
help the School of Fine Arts bring working sculptors, painters and
print-makers to meet and teach students on campus.
says:

Carroll O'Connor

"Opening the window to an occasional brisk wind of

professionalism will no doubt sharpen understanding in students of the
arts of the world they are about to enter."
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Nancy Fields O'Connor earned a bachelor's degree at UM in fine
arts and drama in 1951 and a master's degree in education at Trinity
College in Dublin.

She is an artist; manager and business adviser to

her husband; a member of the advisory board for UM's art department;
and a trustee of the UM Foundation.

Recently she has been curator of

her grandfather's photographic collection that has toured the country.
She and her husband were married in Dublin in 1951 when Carroll
was beginning his professional acting career.

More recently they led a

fund-raising drive for building UM's Performing Arts and
Radio/Television Center.
Carroll O'Connor, who played Archie Bunker on television's "All in
the Family," began his undergraduate course at UM but finished at
Ireland's National University with degrees in history and English.

He

received a master's degree in speech from UM, and in 1985 the
university awarded him an honorary doctorate of humane letters.
Contributions to the Jane and Jim Dew Visiting Artists Fund may be
made to; UM Foundation, P.0. Box 7159, Missoula, MT 59807.
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